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fleet was better " found/' better led, and fought in more favourable position
and wind. The Spanish ships were drawn down the Channel, harried and
burned by fireships when they came to rest, hunted up the North Sea. Had
the English ships been provisioned for a long voyage they would have followed
the Spanish ships farther; the storms, in any case, finished off their work.
What was left of the Armada reached Spain in late September.

The turning-point in the great expedition had been the action off Gravelines,
zgth July, when English fireships destroyed six Spanish vessels, and disorganised
a fleet of brave men, sick, wounded, hungry, short of water, short of powder.
After thig, Medina Sidonia's only object was to save his surviving ships and
take them home. There remained, of course, the danger that Parma's army
might slip over in its transports while the English fleet was looking after the
Armada; so the English army was still kept in being at Tilbury. On gih
August Queen Elizabeth, mounted on a horse, reviewed the army there and
made a speech:

" My loving People, we have been persuaded by some who are careful of our safety,
to take heed how we commit ourselves to armed multitudes, for fear of treachery ;
but I assure you, I do not desire to live to distrust my loving and faithful people.

" Let tyrants fear; I have always so behaved myself that, under God, I have placed
my chiefest strength and safeguard in the loyal hearts and good will of my subjects,
and therefore I am come amongst you, as you see, at this time, not for my recreation
and disport, but being resolved in the midst and heat of the battle, to live or die
amongst you all, to lay down for my God and for my kingdoms, and for my people,
my honour and my blood even in the dust. I know I have the body but of a weak
and feeble woman; but I have the heart and stomach of a King, and of a King of
England too ; and think foul scorn that Parma or Spain or any prince of Europe should
dare to invade the borders of my realm, to which rather than any dishonour should
grow by me, I myself will take up arms. I myself will be your General, Judge, and
rewarder of every one of your virtues in the field."

At dinner that day news arrived that Parma was going to come out from
his port. The queen at once declared that she would not leave Tilbury as long
as the Spanish army was likely to come. Soon it became clear that all danger
was practically over. Charges were mounting up, so Elizabeth, with what
some people thought risky haste, ordered sailors and soldiers to be discharged.

After this the English were on the offensive. In 1589 an expedition with
Drake in command of the ships and Sir John Norris in command of the soldiers
captured Corunna. Norris marched his men through the north of Portugal,
hoping to raise a rebellion against Philip. Drake picked him up at Cascaes
and sailed back to Plymouth. In 1591 Lord Thomas Howard took an expedition
to the Azores; it was in the course of this expedition that Richard Grenville,
with the single ship Revenge, fought a fleet of 53 Spanish ships for fifteen hours.
After he was wounded and dying the survivors of his crew surrendered the